
information for candidates 
This assessment applies to the following Outcome and Assessment Standards:  
 
Unit title 
Understanding and Analysing Music (Advanced Higher) 
 
Outcome 1 
 
1 Analyse sections/pieces of contrasting music by: 
 
1.1 Identifying and analysing the use of level-specific and/or other music 

concepts, signs and symbols 
1.2 Analysing style and form, melody, harmony and rhythm and the impact of 

social and cultural influences on the development of music 
 
To pass this assessment you will have to show that you have met this Outcome and 
these Assessment Standards. 
 
Your assessor will let you know how the assessment will be carried out and any 
required conditions for doing it. 
 
You will analyse sections of musical movements or works, demonstrating detailed 
understanding of the music. You will also demonstrate the ability to analyse the 
impact of social and cultural influences on your selected music and on the 
composer(s) of your pieces. Evidence should display a depth of aural perception and 
aural discrimination. 
 
Your findings should be presented in a way that provides the assessor with an 
outline of the pieces and their background, produced in a manner that will be 
appropriate for someone who has no prior knowledge of the pieces. 
 
In your analysis of the music you will identify the key music concepts you hear in 
each section of music, using the following headings as a guide: 
 
♦ style/genre 
♦ melody/harmony 
♦ rhythm/tempo 
♦ texture/structure/form 
♦ timbre/dynamics 
 
 



There are three essential sections that should be included: 
 
♦ introduction and background 
♦ analysis of the chosen music 
♦ conclusion 
 
Based on the concepts for this level, and incorporating significant concepts from 
other levels, you should provide: 
 
♦ your reasons for the choice of pieces 
♦ references to the social and cultural background of each piece 
♦ relevant background information on the composers 
♦ a musical analysis of each piece with evidence of in-depth study and the ability to 

display critical thinking 
♦ a summary of your findings 
 
Excerpts from printed music or quotations on manuscript should be linked to audio 
excerpts and incorporated within your findings. 
 
You will present your findings in a format agreed with your assessor. 
 
You should choose pieces that will lead to independent research and learning. 
Careful selection of pieces is a vital part of the process and care should be taken to 
ensure that there is enough substance in the selected music to justify an  
in-depth analysis. You should be able to identify the stylistic features of each piece. 
 
The introduction and explanation for the choice of pieces should contain brief 
references to background features such as the general output of the composers, 
their place in a musical genre and the personal appeal of the music that has 
prompted your selection. 
 
You should use personal descriptions of the pieces although quotes may be used 
and acknowledged. Music scores and access to recordings are essential. 
 
Comparisons of personal opinions can be made with reference to books or online 
resources although there must be evidence of understanding. 
 
An important element of your findings will be your conclusion. This should give a 
personal overview of what you have learned about each of the chosen pieces. 
 
 


